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Blessings and peace 
to all of you. I pray 
that all of you still feel 
the power and love of 
Easter. Since the cele-
bration came so late in 
the month of March, 
and so much earlier in 
the year than many of 
us are used to, I hope 
you are still thankful for the love of Jesus.  
Let me thank Sister Rice and the youth of 

the church, for the wonderful Easter recita-
tions. There were so many youth, that we ran 
over time. I was certain Sis. Rice "imported" 
some extra youth for this program. Thanks to 
the parent for allowing your children to par-
ticipate. As pastor, I wish you would allow 
them to participate in more events, which 
would strengthen their spiritual knowledge 
and growth. 
April will be a great month. Our Ushers 

will observe their annual celebration. Also, I 
will meet with ministry leaders to assess fur-
ther direction for the remainder of the year, 
and determine improvements in the Ministry. 
All leaders are expected to attend. The super-
intendent will meet with the educational 
leaders for further direction for our educa-
tional program. 
April is Mission month. Each year we 

make an effort to support foreign mission ef-
forts. The gentleman I went to Kenya, Africa 

with in 2002, Rev. Justus Reeves, died last 
year. He will always be fondly remembered 
by me for our work together in developing the 
Missions Ministry for the Progressive Nation-
al Baptist Convention. We will receive an of-
fering on the Fourth Sunday for this effort. 
I thank God for all he has done, and how I 

am being strengthened each day. I am encour-
aged by the membership to do ministry the 
way I used to. Blessings on all of you. Help 
me do what I can to help our church continue 
to be a church in the word, making a differ-
ence in the world. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Articles for the May PROGRESS are due Sun-
day, April 24, 2016. Please place your articles 
in the PROGRESS mailbox located in the 
FCLC or e-mail them to: pro-
gress@pumbchurch.org 
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Attention 2016 graduates!!!  In the May issue of 

the PROGRESS we will  feature all members who 
are graduating during the months of May and June.  
If you are graduating from K4 through College, 
please complete a  Graduation Data Form located in 
the foyers of the Church sanctuary and the FCLC. 
(Please do not use the School Days Form). Your 
completed form can be returned to the PROGRESS 
mailbox located in the FCLC.  If you desire to in-
clude a picture with your information, please do so, 
the picture will be scanned and returned promptly.  
Deadline for graduation information is Sunday, 
April 24, 2016.  If you have questions or need addi-
tional information, please contact Greg Miley at 256
-859-5453. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Progressive Union Scholarship 
Committee 

 

Attention! Attention!  Attention! 
All graduating high school seniors and college stu-
dents:  The application for the 2016 PU Scholarships 
is now available in the church office or in the foyer 
after each services. Also, all application must 
be typed; handwritten applications will not be ac-
cepted.  Please read the guidelines carefully before 
completing the application.  All applications must be 
postmarked by May 18th. For more information, 
questions or concerns, please contact Sister Mary 
Jones Moore at (256) 797-3788  or any member of 
the Scholarship Committee. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The 37th Annual Honors Convocation for High 

School Students, sponsored by Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Incorporated, Huntsville Alumnae Chapter, 
was held on Sunday, March 6, 2016, 3:00 p.m. at 

Progressive Union Church. The program recognizes 
high school students who made the óAô or óA/Bô 
Honor for the first semester of the high school year. 
Additional students who have been repeated the 
recognition for their four high school years are given 
special recognition. This year Progressive Union had 
several students who were honored. Two of the hon-
orees also were program participants Algernon (AJ) 
Stanley, Jr., gave the Greetings an Occasion and 
Madyson Edwards introduced the guest speaker for 
the event. 
Progressive Union members honored were: Tra-

vion Crutcher, Kynnedie Edwards, Madyson Ed-
wards (4 year award), Ted (TJ) Edwards, Mackenzie 
Ervin, Ashley Gaines, Sydney Greene, Celena Otey, 
Vivica Parker, Algernon (AJ) Stanley (4 year 
award), Kyrstin Stanley, Thornton Stanley, III, and 
Shelby Vaughn. Congratulations to all on a job well 
done. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Congratulations to Kira Lewis for making the 

2016 AL.com Super All-State Boys Basketball 

TeamðHonorable mention.  With a 3.4 grade point 
average, Kira is the only freshman playing on the 
Hazel Green High School Varsity Basketball 

Team.  Additionally, he was selected to the 2016 All
-Huntsville Region Boys Basketball Team (1st 
Team), 2016 All-State Boys Basketball Team (2nd 

Team), 2016 All Area Team, Huntsville Times Clas-
sic All-Tournament Team, and the All-Tournament 
Team at the Seahawk Holiday Classic Tournament 

where he was named Most Valuable Player.  We 
praise the Lord for Kiraôs athletic and academic ac-
complishments. Kira is the son of Sis. Natasha Lew-

is and brother of NaKerra Lewis. 

School Days 

нлмс                             

DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ                              

Kira Lewis on the right, driving for the basket 



3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Homegoing Service  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A celebration of life for Brother Anthony Pringle 

was held on Wednesday, March 16 at Progressive 
Union, Rev. Wayne Snodgrass officiated. Bro. Prin-
gle was a member of the Security Ministry. Burial 
was in Bailey, Mississippi. Within Progressive Union 
he is survived by his wife Cynthia.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
Congratulations to Corey and Erika Southward on 

the birth of their son, Cameron Damon Southward, 
born on March 1, 2016, at  3:38 p.m. Cameron 
weighed seven pounds three ounces, and was 19 inch-
es long. He was born at Crestwood Medical Center in 

Huntsville. 
Grandparents are Jeffrey and Pippa Summerhill 

of Madison, Nathaniel Key III and  Debbie Thomp-
son of Florence, Kevin and Pam Bankston of Tan-
ner. Big Brother is Zion Rivera, Big Sister is Court-
ney Southward. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tithes and Offering Reports 
 
The 2015 tax season is almost over, the time is 

now to request tithes and offering information.  
Members desiring a copy of their 2015 tithes and 
offering donations are  reminded that reports are 
available by request only. Requests should be  made 
to the Church Secretary, Flora Gilstrap, 256-534-
8266.  Married couples should specify if they desire 
a combined report or separate reports for each 
person. Avoid the rush, make your request now. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

M^lvtyręlęUtqqp}pynpętyę
 spęhz}woNęal} ęª® 

Submitted by Bro. James E. Smith 
 
Often I start by elaborating on the Word since 

part of our Church motto claims us as a Church in 
the Word. Now that we have the Word, letôs elabo-
rate on our responsibilities of the Word. 
Today Satan is attacking the family. Parents 

arenôt following Godôs instructions for raising a 
family. Therefore we are losing control in the fami-
ly.  
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First we are to train our children in a proper way.
(Pro.3:24) Secondly, we are not to provoke our chil-
dren to wrath or anger. Not training properly will turn 
our children against us. (Luke 18:29)  
As for the Children, God tells them to obey their 

parents. (Col. 3:20) God also tells children to honor 
their parents. (Matt: 15:4) There are severe punish-
ments for Parents not to follow Godôs will and severe 
punishments for Children not following Godôs will to 
obey and respect their parents. 
Letôs start following Godôs will and we will start 

ñMaking a Difference in the Worldò. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Titus II group will visit the Whitesburg Manor 
Health Care Center on Sunday, April 11, 2016 at 2:00 
p.m.  The visit is a monthly visit for the group, held 
on each second Sunday in the month. If you are inter-
ested in becoming a part of the visitation or need ad-
ditional information please contact Sister Dorothy 
Matthews, 256-603-7815. Additionally the Titus II 
group monthly meeting is held on the first Wednes-
day of each month immediately following mid-day 
Bible study, approximately 12:30 p.m. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Visitation Ministry will visit the sick and shut 
in on Saturday, April 17. The group will meet at the 
FCLC and departure at 9:30 a.m., please join them 
and on time so we can get prayed up before we de-
part.  For additional information contact Rev. Vera 
Bell at 256-852-6837. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 
The Cancer Support Group will meet on Saturday 

April 17, 2016 at 12:30, in the Family Christian Life 
Center. This is the monthly meeting scheduled for the 
group.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

 
Sydney Shepherd (an actress of Los Angeles, Cali-

fornia) performed at the Essence luncheon in Febru-
ary that honored Debbie Allen (an actress/producer) 
and Tracee Ellis Ross!  
Sydney sang with a group for the Black Women in 

Hollywood luncheon. 

She made the cover of the Spring edition of ñFor 
Girls Like Youò magazine. The magazine is a Chris-
tian magazine for girls. To subscribe you can visit 
www.forgirlslikeyou.com. The Spring 2016 edition 
cover with Sydney is shown below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sydney is the daughter of Sonya and Derek Shep-
herd, the granddaughter of Elizabeth Leslie Derrick 
and Sarah Shepherd, the niece of Keith Hamilton and 
the great granddaughter of Mother Lucy Leslie. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sydney, in the center, with her parents, 
Derek and Sonya Shepherd. 


